DC Residents deserve
access to proper
medical care from
professionals with the
right knowledge and
experience to ensure
appropriate diagnosis
and treatment.

FACTS
Opposition to the Bill is Overwhelming

—

88% ) of DC physicians* oppose the bill

*According to a Pulse Survey conducted by MSDC and Coalition members
in March 2024 among physicians licensed to practice in Washington, DC

Physicians spend significant amount of
time in education and training should
remain at the center of patient care.
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CONCERNS ABOUT PODIATRIST
SCOPE OF PRACTICE CHANGES

The Medical Society of the District of Columbia (MSDC) is
leading a coalition of DC-based specialty medical societies
to advocate to amend the DC Health Occupations Revisions
General Amendment Act of 2023 (B25-545), proposed by
the DC Committee on Health in November 2023.

This bill is a comprehensive rewrite of the law overseeing
medical licensing and regulation in Washington, DC.
Unfortunately, the bill as written would overhaul scope
of practice, place allied health professionals in oversight
positions of medical licensing and remove the physician
from the center of the care team.

The bill expands podiatrists scope of practice to allow apply
anesthesia as part of treatment administer local anesthesia.

This bill amends the DC official code to define “Practice of
Podiatry” to include the administration of local anesthesia,
monitored anesthesia care, and conscious sedation.

Podiatrists should not be administering monitored
anesthesia care. Podiatrists do not have the qualifications
and training to manage a patient’s airway.
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